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The Virtues of Second Step  
By: Wyatt Onstott 

 We all know how to act in public and with others, at least we should. Though we all do, it is 

nice to still go over these routines to make sure we remember how to do so. I mean, come on, it 

would be awful to go up to someone and insult them without thinking; trust me it's no fun at all. 

Luckily for students at Banner County, grades Pre-K through 8th are taught these skills through a 

program called Second Step. Second Step teaches students how to set goals, be kind, have good 

sportsmanship, the value of friendship, and so much more. In this program, students can learn 

and practice skills that they will need as adults. Most colleges say students don’t have these skills 

when they reach college which makes the transition from high school to college much more diffi-

cult. Our school saw that there was a need so they implemented this program which allowed the 

students to be invested in the course.  

Through the Second Step program, the lessons allow students to practice these necessary 

skills from Pre-K through High School. Our Second Step program is research based which means 

it has the science backing up the program’s practices. The current and future generations of Wild-

cats learn skills such as attentive listening, appreciating the perspectives of others, how to work 

well with an array of others, how to stand up for their beliefs, understanding differences, and 

learning to express yourself constructively.  

 Chris Cooper, the school’s guidance counselor, supports the staff members as they present 

this program to the students. As he puts it, “Second Step’s main goal is to build learning skills, re-

lationship skills, and have fun, while learning these skills.” With the assistance of the Second Step 

program, our youthful Wildcats will continue to gain the skills that will benefit them in their every-

day lives. 



First Responders Recognized  

at Banner County School  
Collaboratively written by Jozlynn Randall and Miss Bohac 

 Selflessness, that is a key characteristic trait of a first responder. To honor our local first re-

sponders, senior Ariel Acosta of Banner County School organized a fundraiser to support these 

courageous men and women that support our community. Acosta, who is in Kari Gifford’s Work-

Based Learning Class, set up this service-learning project and wanted to think of a way to thank 

our first responders for their dedication. In order to collect funds to purchase care packages, 

Acosta organized a coin collecting competition for all classes at Banner County School. From Sep-

tember 19th through the 22nd, students brought in any spare change to see whose class could 

raise the most money. The motivation for the students was a donut party going to the elementary 

class and junior high or high school class who raised the largest sum. According to Acosta, “We 

came up with the idea because we wanted to think of a way that the students would want to do-

nate money to a good cause, and offering a donut party as a prize would make this fundraiser fun 

and interesting.”  With a donut party on the line, the fundraising competition was ready to begin.  

After four days of coin collecting, the fundraiser came to an end, and to everyone’s sur-

prise, there was much more than just coins in the collection cans.  There was a tremendous out-

pouring of support from our students and community members. It took several days for all of the 

money to be counted and recounted with the final amount coming to $1,543.68.  The class who 

raised the most funds in the junior high and high school competition was the 6th grade. They 

were able to raise $94.31. As for the elementary competition, the kindergarten class went up and 

beyond in their fundraising efforts. This group of kindergarten students raised a grand total of 

$774.76! Acosta now had the funds to help her complete her service-learning project.   

Acosta was able to purchase the supplies needed for the care packages that were present-

ed to our local first responders at half-time of the Banner County vs. Creek Valley football game 

on September 30th. The donations were able to not only cover the cost of the care packages, but 

also the first responders’ admission to the game along with a gift certificate to the concession 

stand. With the remaining funds, approximately $1,000, Acosta made a donation to the Banner 

County Fire Department.  

We are so thankful to our first responders and we couldn’t imagine a 

better way of showing our appreciation. Without Mrs. Gifford’s class, this 

fundraiser wouldn’t have been such a success. With Gifford’s work-based 

learning course, students are given the opportunity to participate in job-

shadowing, internships, and training opportunities in career fields that inter-

est them. Continued on page 3. 
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The Verdict Is In   
By Travis Onstott 

  On Monday, September 19th, Mrs. Hilbert led Banner County seniors to Gering, Nebraska 

to partake in County Government Day. The purpose of County Government Day is to inform and 

educate seniors about their local and county government offices. Seniors learned about the vari-

ous offices and positions at the courthouse, the importance of K-9 dogs in police searches, and 

participated in a mock trial.  

 Banner County students joined other schools to rotate through several stations to see how 

the county government operates. The mock trial was their favorite station to participate in. During 

the mock trial, seniors experienced what it is like to be a part of a jury, and they experienced dif-

ferent scenarios the court system has to deal with almost on a daily basis. These scenarios varied 

from assault charges to drug abuse. Senior Wyatt Onstott was thankful for this experience be-

cause, “I learned the ways that county government impacts our lives.”  We’re grateful for everyone 

at the Gering Courthouse for demonstrating their jobs and showing our students future career 

paths as they begin to consider the next steps to take after high school.  

First Responders continued 

from page 2.  

Students also participate in service-learning projects and gain a better understanding of leader-

ship skills through a book study of their choice.   According to Gifford, “It is important for stu-

dents to be involved in their communities and give back to the people who support them. Those 

who are generous and willing to help others can feel good about what they have done and as a 

result are more likely to continue to be an active part of their community.”    

Thanks to the generosity of our students and community members, Ariel Acosta and Kari 

Gifford were able to raise enough funds to show our appreciation to Banner County’s First Re-

sponders.  We will forever be grateful to all of the efforts that our first responders put forth to 

keep our community safe.  A huge thank you goes out to everyone that helped this fundraiser 

have such a successful outcome.  

Ariel Acosta, the kinder-

garten class, and the 6
th

 

grade class presenting a 

check for $1,159.13 to 

the Banner County Fire 

Department. 
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A Trip to Remember 

By: Jozlynn Randall 

 It’s time to take a trip back to the 1880s! Fourth graders 

from Banner County School traveled back in time to the 1880s 

to experience a school day at Flowerfield. This experience has 

been an event for Panhandle fourth graders since 1987. The 

daily routine for this field trip resembles a day in the life of a 

student during the pioneer days. Mrs. Stauffer, the fourth grade 

teacher, took her students to Flowerfield on September 9th.  

  Students were required to dress according to the styles 

of the 1880s along with bringing a lunch that was relevant to 

the timeframe. Boys wore jeans, boots, and a nice shirt. The girls wore dresses that went down 

past their knees , aprons, and bonnets. While the students were at Flowerfield school, they 

worked on slates, learned about the history of Nebraska, and practiced penmanship with quills. 

The students also visited the museum and they had an up close look at the sod house and log 

cabin.  

 This trip was a hands-on learning experience. The students enjoyed using chalkboards, lis-

tening to stories, and looking at the old buildings. Nebraska history is required social studies con-

tent for 4th grade students. Having Flowerfield so close by is a great opportunity for our students 

to participate in and to gain a better understanding of their studies. “They get to learn the history 

of Nebraska from a different perspective rather than just in a book and this is such a unique 

learning opportunity,” stated Mrs. Stauffer. Visiting Flowerfield is one way to make learning histo-

ry come to life.    

Attention- BCSF Fundraiser is On the Prowl 

The Banner County School Foundation is beginning their fundraising events for  

the 2022-2023 school year. This means the reappearance of the “Big Man.” 

That's right, Sasquatch! Sasquatch will be traveling to Banner County residents’ 

yards and he won’t be alone. He is bringing a whole slew of other handcrafted 

signs with him. The catch, you have to pay a fee for Sasquatch to leave your 

yard.  This fundraiser will help support the BCSF Scholarship and support the 

needs of the school’s teachers.  If you are interested in helping with the fund-

raiser and learning more about it, please check out our registration at https://

forms.gle/vocHKCjxiEwmTZrY9 . Thank you for supporting the Banner County 

School Foundation.   
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Senior Spotlight 

This month we are also placing the spotlight on Noah Yetter. Noah is de-

scribed as courageous, reliable, enthusiastic, and caring. We asked Noah 

about his high school career and plans for beyond high school.  

Q: What extracurricular activities have you participated in? 

      A: Football, FFA, eSports, One Act, Band, Wrestling. 

Q: What are your goals for the year? 

     A: I want to have high enough grades to be the class valedictorian. 

Q: What are your plans for after high school? 

     A: I plan to attend WNCC to major in welding. I want to pursue a career  

in this field. 

Q: What is one of your favorite classes and why? 

     A: Ag. Fabrication with Mr. Gifford because it is a lot of metal and wood working. You use your 

hands or tools such as the plasma cutter to create anything you can imagine. 

Q: What’s one piece of advice you would give to younger students? 

     A: “Be yourself. Take it slow and love it the best you can because everything will go by so fast              

and you’ll be graduating sooner than you think.” 

Noah Yetter 

Senior Spotlight 

This month’s senior spotlight features Makayla Woolington. Makayla is 

described as bubbly, smart, interesting, and friendly. We asked Makayla 

about her high school years and what she plans to do after high school.  

Q: What extracurricular activities have you participated in? 

     A:  Volleyball, Basketball, Track, and FFA 

Q: What are your goals for this year? 

     A: Makayla's goal is to get all of her homework done. 

Q: What are your plans for after high school? 

     A: Makayla's plan is to attend WNCC where she will work to get           

her RN degree. 

Q: What is one of your favorite classes and why? 

     A: Her favorite class would be weights because it prepares her for upcoming sporting events.  

Q: What is one piece of advice you would give to younger students? 

     A: “Stay on top of your homework and use your planner.” 

Makayla  
Woolington  



LET’S GO WILDCATS! 

Junior High Fall Sports Recap 

 It is hard to believe that the first quarter of school is already completed! Time flies when 

you are having fun in school, work, and athletic competitions. Our junior high athletes have been 

busy at work trying to improve as much as they can during this fall sports season.  

Getting Into the Swing of Things 

 The Junior High volleyball team has 

seen success this season. A highlight for the 

team was placing 3rd at the MAC volleyball 

tournament on October, 8th. Coached by Brit-

tany Serres, the team has built upon skills 

gained from last season especially in the areas 

of passing and serving.  Having the ability to 

have serves make it over the net and inbounds 

is a needed skill in order for the team to be 

successful. This year’s team has improved to 

the point where most of the girls are serving 

overhand and a few are able to jump serve when 

Coach Serres allows it.  

  In years past, the victories included ac-

complishing certain skill milestones, but now it's 

time to show our competitors what our team is 

capable of.  It has been a long time coming, but 

our Wildcats are finally seeing success with victo-

ries in competitions. With a winning record of 9 

wins to 6 losses, we can’t wait to see how much 

this team improves in the off season.  

Talk With Your Pads, Play With Your Heart 

 Junior high football has seen much 

improvement this season as well. With a 

large group of sixth grade boys filling in the 

ranks, the team won one game this season. 

Even though our boys might be smaller than 

the competitors, our team has heart, deter-

mination, and the will to keep pushing on 

even when the going gets tough. Extreme 

heat has been a challenge for our team this 

season, but they continue to put their all in-

to this game they so enjoy.  With the guid-

ance of coach Avila and Gifford, our team 

continues to improve their communication 

skills, teamwork, and on the field skills; all of 

which are needed in all athletic activities and 

everyday life.  
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Dr. Evelyn Browne, BOE Secretary 
October 10, 2022 
 
Awards and Recognitions 

President Ron Johnson commended the following students: 
-Students of the Month: Quincy Boettcher (5) and Keira Bolander (10) 
-Makayla Woolington (Senior) passed her certification test and is now a Certified Nurse Assistant. 
-FFA Range Judging, September 14th in Scottsbluff  
Senior Team 4th  (out of 12)  & Junior Team 4th (out of 20) - both teams earned white ribbon awards 
Senior Team (juniors and seniors) 
Adam Knaub 5th overall individual in the senior group, earning a green ribbon, Wyatt Reichenberg, 
Marie Hein, Janie Fonseca-Warm 
Junior Team (freshmen & sophomores)  
Isaac Olsen - finished as high individual in the junior category, earning a purple ribbon, Logan Mason, Abigayle Jones, Blake Ysac 
State Range Judging, September 29th in Chadron 
Team 27th out of 42 teams  
Isaac Olsen- was our high individual finishing 69th out of 168 individuals, Adam Knaub, Logan Mason, Wyatt Reichenberg 

Complete Minutes of all BOE meetings can be accessed at: www.bcswildcats.org 

FLU & COVID  
VACCINATION CLINIC 

Banner County School 
FRIDAY, NOV. 4  

STARTING AT 7:00AM 
 

Call Marie Parker for more information 
and to sign up by Nov. 2 

308-436-5262 

Friday, Nov. 11  

5:00pm-7:00pm 
Good Shepherd of the Plains  

Episcopal Church 
Harrisburg 

 

Perishable and non-perishable food items available. 

Please come and take what you need free of charge 

Veterans Day Program 2022—Nov. 10 
8:00am—NHS Sponsored Veterans Breakfast 
9:00am– Program  (including Vets Slide Show) 

 
Submit photos of your family members who have served, or currently on active 
duty. All photos will be returned. If more than one photo is submitted, please be 
sure to include a description (such as a name or note on the back of the photo). 
Include:  

Name of student (or community member) 
Name of veteran (or active duty serviceman/woman) 
Veteran’s relationship to student (or community member) 
Branch of Service, Rank, Years of Service 

Submit by November 4th to Dr. Browne.  



Banner County School 
P.O. Box 5 
Harrisburg, NE 69345 
 

CURRENT RESIDENT or PO BOX 
 
HARRISBURG, NE 69345 

WANTED 
Community Volunteers 

With the return of all varsity sports, BCS is a VERY busy place! Staff have        
already covered over 100 football and volleyball activities this year, with more to 

come, as the Fall sports season winds down. Winter sports start soon! There 
are many opportunities for community members to get involved and “share the 
love!” We will gladly provide training and guidance so you can try something 

new and support our students! Call Dr. Browne at 436-5262! 

 

Rewards 
Gain confidence.   
      Make a difference.  
       Meet people.  
       Learn new skills.  
        Take on a challenge.  
            Be part of the community.  
                Have fun! 


